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Chilean Salmon Producers Unite 
Under New Brand

Chilean salmon produc-
ers Australis, Blumar, 
Camanchaca and Yadran 
have formed a new alliance 
to “conquer” the Chinese 
market. 

The companies, which 
together currently ship 
around 3,000 mt of salmon 
annually to China, are tar-

geting a volume of 10,000 mt of salmon exports in a range of 
forms to the country in the first year. The producers are uniting 
their efforts under a new brand, New World Currents.

“So far, Chilean salmon production has focused on certain 
markets like the U.S. and Brazil, where the product is already 
known, and the competition is strong,” said Erwin Campos, who 
has been named director of the project. “What we seek with this 
initiative is to diversify these markets with importers and local 
distributors, allowing us to position the product in a country that 
has enormous growth potential, especially within the middle 
class that is rapidly emerging.”

Campos will be responsible for implementing the New 
World Currents brand from his Shanghai office, but business 
executives from each of the four companies will oversee the 
efforts through an executive committee.

Fish T1K To Expand Fish  
Genome

The China National Genebank (CNGB) recently launched 
the 1,000 Fish Transcriptome Project (Fish T1K), a ground-
breaking study designed to unveil the mysteries of the origin, 
evolution and diversification of the largest group of vertebrates. 
Such findings could enable scientists to pursue innovative strate-
gies in addressing fish breeding, disease control, seafood safety 
and biodiversity conservation. 

Only about 10 fish genomes have been sequenced to date. 
Fish T1K has assembled a world-class team of researchers from 
multiple institutions to complete sequencing and assembling 
transcriptomes of 1,000 fish species within a high-quality tran-
scriptomic database over the next three to five years.

All data generated from Fish T1K will be made available 
publicly through CNGB, ensuring that scientists may better 
grasp the new trends in fish research and the use of RNA-seq 
technology. 

The project is extending an invitation to researchers world-
wide to submit proposals and contribute fish specimens for 
sequencing. Scientists addressing questions about fish with 
unique adaptations, economic and medical value are particularly 
welcome to join the project. 
For more information, visit www.nationalgenebank.org and 
www.genomics.cn. 

 
 

International Partnership Brings 
Hormone-Free Tilapia Choice  
To North America

A recent partnership between Canada-based Noa Fisheries and 
Til-Aqua International will bring the Holland-based company’s 
Natural Male Tilapia to Canada for the first time. The partnership 
means that commercial tilapia operations can now order stock that 
is all-male yet hormone-free through all generations – a move sure 
to please organic and environmentally conscious customers.

“It’s the next step in our commitment to provide our commercial 
growers with the highest-quality all-male, hormone-free fry and 
fingerlings,” said Jason Oziel, co-founder of Noa Fisheries.

“Commercial farmers require faster-growing, all-male tilapia to 
produce a profitable harvest,” Oziel said. “There are two ways to 
produce all-male tilapia – with hormones or using the hormone-free 
YY masculinization process technology.”

Hormone use is illegal in Canada and other countries. Canadian 
growers have been purchasing tilapia fry and fingerlings sex-reversed 
with hormones from the United States. Til-Aqua International will 
now begin shipping all-male stock directly from Holland to com-
mercial clients until the Noa Fisheries hatcheries are fully estab-
lished in late 2014.

For more information, contact 416-546-6623 or e-mail info@
noafisheries.ca. 

Stevia Corp. Now Marketing 
Aquaculture Bioformulas 

Stevia Corp., a farm management company focused on eco-
nomic development of the sweetener stevia, has announced its 
proprietary aquaculture-focused products are now being mar-
keted in several Asian countries with plans to enter South Amer-
ica in 2014. These innovative products include a line of special-
ized water conditioners and a high-quality feed additive for both 
shrimp and finfish.

“Based on our trial results and subsequent customer orders, 
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A new choice 
in hormone-free 
tilapia fry 
is coming.




