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SalMar to build new 
smolt facility in spring
Norwegian salmon 
producer SalMar will kick off 
construction of a new smolt 
production facility in May, 
reported the newspaper 
Folkebladet.

The facility will have a 
capacity of producing 15 
million smolt every year.

The existing buildings at the 
company’s Troms brood fish 
station will be demolished to 
make room for the 14,000 
square meter new facility.

The aim is to have the first 
smolt released into cages in 
April 2017.

Marine Harvest buys 
research center
Marine Harvest Norway 
agreed to buy Nofima’s 
research facilities in Averoy 
in More and Romsdal in 
western Norway, provided 
the Norwegian fisheries 
directorate extends the 
site’s research license, the 
company said last month.

The facility would be 
transferred to Marine Harvest 
on April 1, and all employees 
would be offered a new 
position.

All male tilapia
comes to Canada
Ontario-based Noa Fisheries 
is partnering with Holland-
based Til-Aqua International 
to bring Til-Aqua’s Natural 
Male Tilapia to Canada for the 
first time. 

This partnership means 
commercial tilapia operations 
can now order stock that is 
all male yet hormone free 
through all generations, 
a move sure to please 
organic and environmentally 
conscious customers.

“It’s the next step in our 
commitment to provide 
our commercial growers 
with the highest quality all 
male, hormone-free, fry and 
fingerlings,” said Jason Oziel 
co-founder of Noa Fisheries.

The decision to partner 
with Til-Aqua International 
was based on its  worldwide 
reputation, and factors of 
science and sustainability, he 
said.

ISA detected
at Chile farm
Chile’s National Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Administration 
(Sernapesca) on Wednesday 
reported a new discovery of 
the Infectious Salmon Anemia 
(ISA) virus at Mitsubishi-
owned Southern Cross 
Seafood, in the Macrozone 6 
of the Aysen salmon farming 
region, the same region 
reporting discovery of the 
virus in May, according to El 
Diario Financiero.

The virus was detected 
as part of regular random 
sampling by Sernapesca, 
who has now implemented 
restrictions on movement in 
the region.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) reported last month 
that Maine’s salmon-heavy 
aquaculture industry is now sec-
ond only to lobster in terms of 
the fishery’s total value, accord-
ing to the Heraldonline.com.

NOAA Fisheries said that 
Maine’s aquaculture had a value 
last year of $81 million (€59.5 
million), more than double the 
$38 million (€27.9 million) value 
of elvers.

Both however pale in com-
parison to Maine’s lobster catch, 
valued last year at a record $341 
million (€250.5 million).

Sebastian Belle from the 
Maine Aquaculture Association 
told The Heraldonline.com the 
industry is in better shape now 
than before the crash because 
of new salmon aquaculture 
practices and a greater variety 
of aquaculture offerings, with 

shellfish now accounting for 
roughly 20 percent of the value 
of the catch and freshwater trout 
now being raised in Maine.

Furthermore, there’s been 
an influx into the industry of 
younger people – most of them 
displaced commercial fishermen.

“The salmon industry is very 
different than it was then,” Bell 
said.

Around 2000, the salmon 
industry was bustling with 1,200 
workers. But it came crashing 

down in a matter of a few years 
with fish disease, the pullout 
of companies using Norwe-
gian strains of salmon follow-
ing an endangered species list-
ing for wild salmon, and a fed-
eral judge’s ruling that several 
salmon operations violated the 
Clean Water Act.

New Brunswick-based Cooke 
Aquaculture came into the state 
and reopened salmon pens with 
new practices to control pests 
and disease.

Meanwhile, Maine’s shellfish 
aquaculture, mostly oysters and 
mussels, has been growing a 
pace of 8 to 10 percent per year 
for the past decade, Belle said.

The annual value ranges from 
about $80 million (€58.8 mil-
lion) to $120 million (€88.2 
million) a year, he said. Across 
the Northeast, aquaculture 
production generates about 
$161 million (€118.3 million) in 
annual revenue, NOAA Fisher-
ies said.

A decade after 
state’s salmon-
farming industry 
tanked, the 
aquaculture 
industry is still on 
the rebound and 
has become more 
diverse.

Chile shifts 500 salmon farms to reduce density
Anders Furuset

Over the next few months Chil-
ean authorities will move 500 
salmon production sites in an 
effort to improve the industry’s 
sanitary situation.

Jose Burgos, Chile’s director 
for aquaculture at the fisher-
ies ministry (Subpesca), made 
the announcement last month 
at a meeting held with Cermaq’s 
investors in Chile.

“Farming of salmon and mus-
sels takes place in many of the 
same areas. It’s a major problem 
they are so densely sited with 
each other,” said Burgos.

“We don’t need more sites, we 
need better sites. We’re working 
on cutting down on density,” he 
said.

After the production licenses 
for salmon, trout and coho have 
been moved the authorities will 
focus on relocating production 
licenses for mussels cultivation.

Elsewhere, Burgos said he is 
not expecting any new licenses 
to be dealt out in regions 10 and 
11 in the next few years. The 
law prevents any new licenses 
being issued before 2015, but the 
director doesn’t think there will 
be any issued in 2015 either.

“In order to allocate new 
licenses we need to have sites 
available. That’s not the case,” he 
said.

Burgos however sees greater 
potential in region 12.

“It’s a very different area, 
with few sanitary challenges. 
Production there is excellent,  
and I anticipate 200 new pro-
duction licenses there in 2015,” 
he said.

The challenges for region 12, 
which is the country’s south-
ernmost region, are linked to 
infrastructure ashore.

“We’re working with the 
transport and communications 
ministry and have prepared a 
plan for a new port and new 
roads in Region 12. The big-
gest problem is availability of 
buildings and people folk. If the 
salmon industry is to operate 

in Region 12, it also needs more 
houses and schools,” said Bur-
gos.

Burgos says the best way to 
improve the sanitary situation in 
Chile is to reduce production in 
areas with high biomass density.

“At present, there are huge 
numbers of salmon in one small 
area. We hope the industry 
reaches agreement on reducing 
production,” he said.

oysters: A farm in the Damriscotta river in Maine.

re-arranging: Not more sites, but better sites.
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sector bounces back


